PATH Trail Oversight Committee On-site Meeting

May 16, 2008

Notes by Catherine Larson and Tim Bryson

Attending: Commissioner Jeff Rader, PATH Foundation Director Ed McBrayer, Associate Director of Public Works John Gurbal, County Transportation representative Dave Pelton, County Greenspace Director Dave Butler, Commissioner Rader’s Policy Adviser Debbie Schneider, CHCA President Nancy Ciliax, CHCA Corresponding Secretary Jim Smith, CHCA Parks Committee Chair Jeff Mercante, MANA representative Theresa Same, CHCA Recording Secretary Tim Bryson, CHCA Treasurer Catherine Larson, Heritage Hills resident Sharon Benson, 3 Forks consultant Carrie Williams, Medlock Park Task Force representative Sharon Johnson, MANA representative Meg Rose, MANA representative Beverly Monroe.
Overview

1. The group met at the Mason Mill Tennis Center parking lot and walked the trail from the stone bridge to the proposed bridge crossing at Peachtree Creek near Willivee Drive.  

2. Work completed to date: The concrete had been laid from the stone bridge to within a few yards of the sewer cut, the shoulders filled with mulch and the steeper slopes covered with matting.  One of the concrete landings for the wooden bridge over the sewer cut had been installed.  
3. Upcoming sequence of work:

· Concrete work will be completed before the boardwalk sections begun.  So the second concrete landing for the wooden bridge across the sewer cut will be installed next and the concrete segment laid in Medlock Park from the parking lot to the creek branch.

· The clear span steel bridge over Peachtree Creek will be built in pieces, using one small crane and one medium size crane on either side.  It will take two to three weeks beginning in June.
· Construction work is expected to be finished in July.  

4. Next meeting of the oversight committee is tentatively scheduled for the third Friday of June (June 20) again on site.

Notes from Conversations
1. CSX status.  PATH hired HDR, the engineering firm favored by CSX, to draft 30% drawings for both a tunnel option and a bridge option at CSX’s request.

2. Stone Bridge. PATH will lay rip rap (granite stones with sharp edges) in areas to mitigate runoff.

3. Turn from Stone Bridge to Ridge Trail: 

a. Inside angle: PATH will install check dams of stone where required to mitigate run off.

b. Outside angle. PATH offered to install hardscape at community’s request, like large boulders or benches.  Members discussed whether to make it a rest stop with a picnic bench and signage and/or restore with canopy trees and/or Dogwoods and/or native shrubs.

4. Dirt trail crossings: 
a. PATH willing to install a more formal access for dirt trails crossing the concrete trail.  

b. McBrayer suggested that dirt trail crossing at stone bridge be moved upslope away from the creek to reduce runoff.

5. Interpretive signage, esp. for water works artifacts within view of the trail, i.e., the dam and pipe access shaft.  Some discussion over whether to wait for the county master plan or ask PATH to do it.  Dave Kaufman, author of Peachtree Creek book, had indicated interest in helping with sign texts.
6. Wide clearances

a. McBrayer indicated PATH will restore wide clearance area where construction vehicles turned around above sewer cut.
b. Rader suggested PATH pay for revegetation of other wide clearances on ridge trail especially where canopy was opened.

7. Wooden bridge over sewer cut 

a. Higher (14’ 6”) than earlier planned at county’s request to allow room for larger equipment access.  

b. Span will be clear (without footings in sewer cut) and about 33’ in length.

8. Access road: Gravel will be removed and area replanted.  Discussion ensued whether to leave a single lane access.  County rep’s indicated the major sewer line repairs take place only about every twenty years so ok to replant entire width with trees.  

9. Sewer leak on Peachtree Creek behind Heritage Heights needs further repair.  It will be relined via manholes.

10. Boardwalk segment along slope

a. Segment was originally designed as concrete but Oversight Committee had recommended boardwalk out of respect for adjoining landowner concerns about runoff and preferences for natural appearance.  Boardwalk would give a greater vertical visibility to the trail but would be a more natural look.  

b. Four piers will be drilled and filled with concrete approximately every six feet.  

c. Piers will be covered with soil.

d. Six by six inch posts will be installed in piers.

e. Slope will be restored with dirt backfilled from grading berm.  

f. Steel plates at pinch point between state buffer and park boundary will help keep construction out of 25’ state stream buffer and will be removed after construction.

11. Peachtree Creek clear span steel bridge (80’ long with railings)
a. Plan ok’d by State EPD

b. Bridge will be brought in pieces to avoid use of a large crane. A small crane and a medium sized crane will be used on either side of the creek.
c. It will take about three weeks to construct and should be done by late June.

d. Replanting in clearance area discussed. Jeff Rader said that privet will return without active restoration of natives.  Dave Butler said that it will take some time to remove all the privet in the area but it can be done as for example in Keswick park.
e. Jeff Mercante noted that many of the red ribbons he had attached to Mt Laurel in the area were gone and some of the Mt Laurel removed.  Pete Pellegrini had indicated they would respect the markings. Ed did not know what had happened to the ribbons.  There were a few Mt Laurel left and Tim said that they would repropagate through their roots.

12. Medlock Park asphalt removal to offset trail cement segment

a. Jeff Rader will arrange for removal of broken asphalt.  PATH offered to donate the work but PATH equipment will be out of the area in 30-45 days.

b. Need boulders or bollards and/or signage to prevent parking on turf.

13. Impact of boardwalk on wetland between Willivee and Medlock creek branch?

a. McBrayer didn’t think it would have any net impact.

b. Resident Bob Bodimer had voluntarily mowed the grass but Oversight committee members think it would be preferable to let the vegetation grow naturally like in the Nature Preserve.
